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The Supreme Court, on June 2, denied a motion by ex- president Rafael Callejas (1990-1994) and
former members of his administration for protection against prosecution in criminal court. Last
November, government prosecutors brought charges of corruption and misuse of public funds
against Callejas, 12 former officials of his administration, and two other officials who are still serving
in government. On June 11, the chief prosecutor ordered the 12 former officials not to leave the
country and to turn themselves in to judicial authorities. Their lawyers said their clients would
surrender to officers of the criminal court starting June 13.
The investigation of the Callejas administration is part of President Carlos Robert Reina's "moral
revolution," a much- publicized campaign against official corruption (see NotiSur, 12/16/94, 02/03/95
and 06/02/95). The legal implication of the Supreme Court ruling is that the charges against Callejas
and his former colleagues will not go to the Controller-General's office for an administrative hearing
as Callejas had requested but will now go to criminal court. In the next phase of the proceedings,
the criminal court will decide whether to petition the legislature for a finding that there is sufficient
cause to prosecute.
The ruling removes one of the last barriers that protected the former president from a possible jail
term. He still has immunity from prosecution as a member of the Central American Parliament,
but justice officials are studying the legal requirements to have the immunity revoked. Two of the
accused officials are currently serving in the national legislature, and they would have to be expelled
before facing trial. The case has provoked conflicting demands for the application of impartial
justice as well as for resolving the matter though the political, rather than the judicial system. Armed
forces chief Gen. Luis Discua, for example, called for a dialogue between Reina's governing Partido
Liberal and Callejas's opposition Partido Nacional to head off a national crisis.
Discua also said Callejas should not be prosecuted because it could "open old wounds." But Miguel
Rivera, president of the Supreme Court, replied that "the application of justice is not, and should
not be, the object of negotiation or dialogue." Discua has also been accused of corruption, and
the military of human rights violations, including the disappearance of 184 people in the 1980s.
Consequently, most local observers regard apologetic statements made recently by Discua including
one declaration in which the general admitted that the army "committed many errors in the past" as
a plea to end investigations of both Callejas and the military.
Callejas responded to the Supreme Court ruling by predicting that "an institutional-political
crisis is about to break out in the country." When, on June 6, he called for his supporters to take
to the streets in a "popular mobilization" to stop the legal proceedings, some observers including
some members of his own party said Callejas was close to sedition. Reina warned that Callejas's
supporters are better off staying at home. "If they demonstrate violently, they are going to be
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confronted head on by the police," said Reina. The call to his supporters did not produce the
"popular mobilization" Callejas wanted, prompting Reina to advise Callejas to calm down and look
for better lawyers, since the 25 lawyers he had could only advise him to go into exile.
On June 5, one of the lawyers had told the local press that Callejas and his collaborators were going
to have to seek asylum in a friendly country to avoid "political persecution" by the government. In
apparent response to the rumors of an imminent request for political asylum, Costa Rican Foreign
Minister Fernando Naranjo said on June 9 that he would consider such a request, but he advised
Callejas that his best course is to resolve his problem in his own country. Callejas had hinted that
he was considering self-imposed exile when, on June 6, he said Reina was aiming at the destruction
of democracy and political institutions by forcing opponents into exile. Nevertheless, Callejas
denied that he has any intention of requesting asylum. "Exile," he said "is not an alternative that
we are considering." (Sources: Reuter, 06/07/95; Agence France-Presse, 06/02/95, 06/06/95, 06/08/95,
06/09/95; Notimex, 06/11/95)
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